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HE laſt Commands which 
I received from my lite 
Noble Lord and Patron were, that 
I ſhould take the firſt Opportunity 
of Preaching before your —_—_— 
im 


The Dedication 


and Him. In obedience to theſe, 
I had deſigned to treat of True 
and Subſtantial Religion, Chriſtia- 
nity put into Practice; the Repu- 
tation and Satisfaction attending 
it in this Life, the Glory that will 
Crown it in the Next. In this 
I was ſure, that tho I could ad- 
vance nothing but what one Part 
of my Audience had given noble 
Proofs that they were abundantly 
convinced of; the Reſt would 


have the Advantage of ſeeing all I 


could fay illuſtrated in the Exam- 


pes before Them. 


But I was unworthy of this 
Honor, and Providence was pleaſ- 
ed to offer a Subject for which I 


_ leſs prepared: the Loſs which 
the 
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the Kingdom in general, many 
Noble Perſons, and your Lady- 
{ſhip above all others ſuffered. Io 
ſay ſomething on this, was to fall 
in with the Univerſal Regrets of 
the Public; and eſpecially of thoſe 
whom I moſt valued, thoſe who 
honored, or what is the ſame; 
knew my Lord H arorD. 


But tho' my Inclination, and 
the favorable Prejudices where- 
with it was like to be received, 
led me to pay this laſt Teſtimony 
of Duty and Honor to his Lord- 
ſhip; the concern I was under 
made me the leaſt fit for it. I had 
loſt in Him the Friend of my 
Youth, whoſe Countenance and 
Generous Favors made me dare 


A to 
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to be the little Jam; and gave 
me Hopes of ſomething better in 
Reverſion: who in the ten Years 
in which I had the honor to 
know Him never occaſioned me 
an uneaſy Reflexion. 


And ſo ſtrong and laſting an Im- 
preſſion had this grievous Acci- 
dent made on my Mind, that tho 
in honor to the Subject, I would, 
if ever, have affected Correctneſs, 
there will, ] am ſenſible, appear 
in this Diſcourſe too much of that 
Emotion and Inaccuracy where- 
with Surprize and Sorrow are 
wont to dictate. However ſo eaſy is 
it to pleaſe in that which is ſuited 
to the Diſpoſition of the Audi- 
ence, that this attempt met with 
the 


The Dedication. 


the ſame Reception as if it had been 
ſomething worthy the Subject. 


I venture now to lay it before 
your Ladyſhip; when the Conſo- 
lations of Reaſon and Religion 
have had ſome time to take Place, 
and render that more tolerable 
which reminds you of your Loſs. 
I preſume upon your pardoning 
great and many Defects, in that 
which was intended to do honor 
to one ſo juſtly dear to you. If I 
ſhall in any thing ſeem to merit 
your Lady{hips Approbation; if I 
have given ſome, tho' but a faint, 
Reſemblance of what the Lord 
HAROLD was, if what I have 
endevored be but eſteemed, as 
it was ſincerely meant, a Mo- 

nument 
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nument of Duty and Affection to 
Him, whom I above all things on 
Earth loved and honored; it 1s all 
I was Ambitious of. 


That God, who only can do 
it, may make up this ineſtima- 
ble Loſs to you; that you may 
live long with Honor and Im. 
proving Felicity ; and at length 
meet your Dear Lord where He 
is greater and happier then He 
could have been here; ſhall be the 
Prayer of 


Tour LADISHIP' 


Moſt Dutifut 
Moſt Humble Servant. 
THO. PARNE. 


Iſa. II. 22. 


Ceaſe ye from Man, whoſe breath is in bis 
noſtrils: for wherein is he to be accounted 
of ? | 


E AK and frail as we are, ſubject to change 
and full of Imperfection, we are apt to 
preſume too much upon our ſelves; to 
place our Admiration and Truſt en thoſe who 
ſtand on the ſame ſandy Precipice. To obviate this 
Infirmity of our Nature, to leſſen its irregular Ef- 
feats, the Holy Wiſdom of God hath frequently re- 
minded us of the incertainty of the Tenure by 
which we poſleſs every thing here: That our Life 
is liable to be ſhortned by a Thouſand Accidents, 
and when moſt extended, is but of an inconfider- 
able continuance. We are commanded to with- 
draw our R and Eſteem from that which is 
ſo Tranſitory, which whatever it is, will ſoon be 
no more. Ceaſe ye from ſetting a Value on Aan, 
whoſe breath is in his noſtrils: for wherein is he to be 
accounted of ? 


Men are wont to glory in their Strength, the 
Activity of their Limbs and Vigor of their Conſti- 
tutions. They are willing to think, that whatever 
becomes of the weak and diſtempered, they them- 
ſelves are ſecure of many Years and long Enjoy- 
ments. But above all we are apt exceſſively to ad- 

B mire, 
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mire, to be proud of thoſe Bodies, which ſeem to 
have been formed in a finer Mold than the vulgar. 
Many arc the Arts which we uſe to improve and 
fſhew the Advantages which we have, or to make 
Semblance of thoſe which we have not. Was 
Old Age but thought of, it might make us ſenſible 
of the little Eſtcem which theſe Things deſerve. 
"For ſoon will a decayed Appetite and trembling 
Joints, dim Eyes and a wrinkled Viſage over take us. 
But we arc not liable to gradual Decaics only: A 
ſudden and violent Diſtemper doth often ſeize and 
oppreſs the moſt Healthy and Vigorous. We ſec 
them tormented with racking Pains, feeble and ſpent, 
and at laſt expiring with Cold Sweats, Convullions, 
and Groans. Soon do the fineſt Features vaniſh, the 
moſt Blooming Aſpe& grows Pale, the Rivulets of 
Blood ſtagnate, and the Eyes are for ever fixt. How 
are the ſweeteſt Lineaments that ever adorned the 
Human Compoſition changed? The whole Counte- 
nance, which We once beheld with Love and Ad- 
miration, becomes Ghaſtly, and is diſtorted into an 
Horrible Grin. If any thing remains of the Perſon 
that was ſo much valued, it muſt now be blended 
with common Duſt. For no ſooner is the Body 
forſaken by the Soul but it becomes a Prey to Cor- 
ruption : and its neareſt Relations and moſt inti- 
mate Friends, are glad to get rid of it, by commit- 
ting it to the Earth. 


We may be poſſeſſed of Excellencies of a Nobler 
Kind; of a Bright Imagination, Happy Judgment 


and Improv'd Faculties. But theſe alſo as ſuddenly 
Periſh in the ſame Common Ruin of our Nature. 
Let us view thoſe who were juſt now the Pride and. 
Glory 
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Glory of their Age, when the Hand of Death hath 
ſeized them. Behold the Wit and Eloquence that 
charmed Mankind, with Beauteous Deſcriptions and 
Moving Perſwaſion; it falters, it languiſheth. That 
Solidity of Thought and Judgment which meaſured 
the Heavens, and ſearched into the Depths of Na- 
ture ; it is now Ignorant of its own Condition and 
of thoſe about it. That vaſt Capacity which con- 
ſidered and compared the Tranſactions and Revo- 
lutions of diſtant Ages, and managed ſo many and 
various Affairs; it is rambling into Deliriums and 
Inconſiſtencies. That Happy Invention which gave 
Birth and Improvement to Arts and Sciences ; it 
hath forgotten its Exccllencies, it hath loſt its Fa- 
culties, and is no longer in any thing ſuperior to 
the Irrational Part of the Creation. And now the 
Soul is fled. Behold We the remaining Body, a 
ſenſeleſs unactive Lump of Matter. 


3 


There is ſomething ſplendid in a great Fortune 
or Station, but a little Conſideration will Prevent 
our being dazled with it; will enable us to ſee 
the Paint and Deceitfulneſs of thoſe Guilded Scenes 
which amuſe us. Let Wealth impower Men to 
command all that the World affords Elegant and 
Pleaſing: let their Power be ſuch as to over- run 
whole Countries with their Armies: and make the 
Fortunes of Thouſands to depend on their Pleaſure : 
let them be compaſſed about with a Croud of Ad- 
mirers and Flatterers; and let it be Proclaimed every 
where before them, Bow the knee. Duſt they are as 
well as the meaneſt Mortal; and to Duſt ſhall they 
return. And then they, who thought the World. 
too little for diſplaying their Power and Magnifi- 

. cence 
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cence in, muſt be confined to the Narrow Dimen- 
ſions of a Grave. And ſoon, very ſoon will the 
Loſtieſt Head be thus laid low, and all its Glory 
be for ever exſtinguiſn d. Many who held the Reins 
of the World, and of thoſe that were neareſt to 
them in Grandeur, have dicd in our Time. Their 
Power is no more, and they themſelves ſleep' negle- 
cted in the Tomb. In how littte a Part of their 
Dominions lie the lateſt and moſt Illuſtrious of our 
Princes? a Name and Glory in our Annals is all 
that remains to the Invincible Marlborowgh. And 
leſt any thing ſhould ſooth the Vanity of Human 
Ambition, Time will prey upon the very Memo- 
rial of them; will demoliſh the Statues and Trophies, 
and deface the Inſcriptions, which Gratitude, Cuſtom, 
or Flattery hath honour'd them with. Ceaſe ye from 
Man, whoſe breath is in his noſtrils: for wherem is 
he to be accounted of ? 


But are all manner of regards to our Selves and 
Others to be abſolutely laid aſide? muſt we be per- 
fectly inſenſible, of any Advantages which we have 
above Others? is there to be no diſtinction of 
Perſons, or Deference paid to them? This cannot 
be. It is impoſſible to bring our Selves, to ſuch 
a Temper: nor if we could, is it Decent or Rea- 
ſonable that we ſhould do ſo. We may value our 
Selves, and we ought to valuc Others for whatcver 
is Excellent and Extraordinary. We are blameable 
only when we over-rate our Selves and Others, 
when the Eſteem we have for any thing here leads 
us to what is Vitious and Faulty. 


8 The 
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The Advantages we arc poſſeſs d of, are apt to 
betray us to Vanity ; to make us fond of Praiſe and 
even Patient of Flattery. Pride and a Contempt 
of Others is the Natural Conſequence of too full a 
Senſe of our Eminence and Abilities. And fo bad 
a Conſequence it is, as ſome times greatly to over- 
balance what we value our Selves upon. The 
Health we enjoy flatters us with long Life, and 
makes us faultily ſollicitous in Providing for it. 
We may, Alas! too many do carry their Regards 
to the Great and Powerful fo far, as to prefer the 
pleaſing them to a good Conſcience, their Intereſt 
in God and Eternal Welfare. We frequently fo 
raiſe our Affections towards that which is amiable 
and in Man, as to forget his Periſh- 
ing Nature. Theſe are the Effects of a Miſtaken and 
Extravagant Opinion of Human Condition, and arc 
beſt prevented or rectiſied by conſidering its Frailty 
and Mutability. If this be duly reflected on, it will 
teach us, not to be puffed up with that which can 
diſtinguiſh us but a little . to be moderate in 
making Proviſions for a Life which is of no great 
continuance; to court Human Favor by no Irrc- 
gular Methods; nor greatly to depend upon it, when 
obtained with Innocence and Honor. 


Pride was not made for Man : we fooliſhly vaunt 
our Selves in thoſe Excellencies, which, like the 
Flower of the Field, fade with the firſt malignant 
blaſt ; which ſo very ſoon become as if they never 
had been. If they now gain us Approbation and 
Praiſe, it is from Mouths that ſhall be quickly fi- 
lenced: it is Applauſe that will ſoon vaniſh in E- 
ternal Oblivion. Behold the next Age ſhall mw 
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little of you; ſucceding Ones ſhall be Ignorant that 
you ever were at all. If your Fortune be Plentiful, 
your Station Eminent, you have many preſcnt Ad- 
vantages : But you are too much exalted by them, 
if they incline you to a Contempt or Neglect of 
thoſe who want them. For all Conditions will in 
a little Time be levelled : We muſt ſleep together 
in the ſame Duſt, and have all equal Pretenſions to 
what cver ſhall come hereafter. 


But how little ſoever an over-weening Opinion 
of our Selves becomes Creatures ſo frail and mu- 
table; our Conduct is ſtill more Abſurd, when we 
make immoderate Proviſions for ſo ſhort a Life ; 
when we ſpare no Pains, forbear no Methods juſt 
or unjuſt in procuring them. Surely they that do 
thus, forget that they are Mortal. They could not 
otherwiſe be ſo paſſionately fond of that which they 
cannot enjoy: ſo inſatiably defirous of what they 
muſt ſo ſoon leave. Yet ſuch there are in Num- 
bers, Men of all Others moſt unpardonably inconſi- 
derate. For how little in reality do our wants require, 
and what ſhould we do with more than is neceſ- 
ſary and convenient for the performing our Courſe ? 
Ask the dying Man what delight he now takes in his 
tull Bags and large Eſtate ; he will own that he no- 
thing values them. If he got them by unworthy 
Methods, you will overwhelm him with Shame, 
and Silence and Remorſe. And will it then be a ſuf- 
ficient, or any Recompence that He hath inriched 
his Heirs ; hath left an Abundance to ſuch as will 
perhaps never thank Him, for what with infinite Labor, 
and the Hazard of his very Soul, He heaped up for 


Ther. 
Need 


of the Earl of HAROLD. 7 


Need we after this to ſay, that we ſhould nor 
be unduly ſollicitous to gain the Favors or avoid 
the Diſpleaſure of the Great and Powerful? It is 
indeed not only Prudent but Decent to oblige them, 
whilſt they expect nothing from us inconſiſtent with 
*Piety, Juſtice or Honeſty : But what ſhould tempt 
us to the Violation of theſe? Who art thou, faith 
God by the Prophet, what little and inconſiderate 
Spirit, that thow ſhowldſ# be afraid of a Man that ſhall 
die, and of the Sos of Man that ſhall be made as 
Graſs, and forgetteſ® the Lord thy Maker? Whom 
do ye flatter in their Vices, indulge in their Paſ- 
ſons? to whom do ye offer the mean Incenſe of 
unworthy Compliances? Are not they, whom ye 
thus fondly court, Men of few Daics like your 
Selves? Their Fayor can never make you any to- 
lerable Recompence, for the loſs of Innocence and 
of the Friendſhip of God. Dare we then to deſpiſe 
what ever Advantage, if it muſt be obtained by a 
Crime. If Men are offended at us, for adhering to 
our Duty, they may be ſo ſoon removed, as to 
prevent its being any Prejudice to us, or make it 
very inconſiderable. For when they are dead their 
Love and their Hatred and their Envy is Periſbed; 
weither have they any more a Portion for ever, in any 
thing that is done under the Sus. But whatever we 
ſuffer by it, it can be but during our ſhort conti- 
- nuance here. And if we loſe Life it (elf, the Work 
of Nature is only ſomething haſtened, which always 
tends towards, and often drops abruptly to a Con- 
cluſion. We have cnough to comfort us, if our 
Cauſe be ſuch as can approve it ſelf before the E- 
verlaſtin g who could have afflicted us 9 the 

oreſt 
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ſoreſt miſcries in this Life, could have killed, and 
after he had killed had Power to taſt into Hell. 


But the World is not yet ſo degenerate, but that 
there are ſtill ſome more greatly Eminent in Virtuc 
than in their Fortune and Stations. Whoſe Favors 
may not only be poſſeſſed with Honor and Integri- 
ty, but are as much for the Reputation as the Ad- 
vantage of thoſe on whom they are conferred. 
When ſuch as theſe ſcatter Bleſſings on the Public 
and are particularly Auſpicious to our Selves, may 
we not fix ſomething of Reliance on them? Alas! 
we may not. Hear the Pſalmiſt vehemently warn- 
ing us againſt it; O put not your truſt in Princes; nor 
in any chi Aan, tho' the Beſt and Greateſt, for 
there is no help in them. For when the Breath of 
Aan goeth forth, be returns to his Earth and then all 
his thoughts, however favorable to our Deſigns, and 
ſollicitous for our Advantage, Periſb. On this ac- 
count, even what beſt deſerve our Regards, Virtue 
Goodneſs, and Noble Diſpoſitions, are with Danger 
admired. For fince they are not fenced againſt the 
Common Accidents of Mortality, they may be ſud- 
denly taken away ; and leave us overwhelmed with 
more inſupportable Grief, than any other of the 
Calamities of Life could poſſibly affect us with. 


This we haye been taught, by too ſenſible an 
Experiment, in the Sorrowful Reſentments which 
we have all felt, which we feel, for the Loſs of our 
Harold; of whom we had the moſt promiſing hopes, 
that he would have been a Second to our Carteret, 
an Example to the riſing Virtue of our Bedford: 
that he would have been remembred to the m_—_ 
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of our County to many ſucceding Generations. 
Ceaſe qe from Man, whoſe breath is in his noſtrils, for 
wherem is he to be accoumted of? If any thing in Man 
might be ſafely eſteemed, this Noble and Excellent 
Perſon had in him, all that could raiſe the General 


Reputation in which he lived, the Univerſal Regret 
wherewith He is fallen. 


He was of a Candid and Diſpaſſionate Temper : 
Genteel and Modeſt in his Words, Manly and Noble 
in his Actions: Sincere and Conſtant in his Piety 
to God, Juſt and Gencrous in his Carriage to Men. 
There was ſomething promiſing in him, as in the 
Morning of a Beautiful Day, in that Scaſon of Life 
in which we firſt begin to paſs a Judgement on Men. 
An early Care had been taken to ſecure his Inno- 
cence, by forming his Mind on the Principles of 
Virtue and Religion; and the Picty that beſtowed 
it had its Reward. We ſometimes ſee with Regret, 
the Youth who were educated by the exacteſt and 
moſt Prudent Rules, recoyling upon the firſt Senſe of 
Liberty, and unhappily flying out the Contrary way. 
They indulge themſelves in a Thouſand Irrcgulari- 
tics, and ſcarce return to a juſt Opinion of another 
kind of Conduct, till Age or Adverſity ſtop their 
Career, and force them to Sober Conſiderations. 
It was not ſo in this Noble Lord: He perſevered 
in that Sobriety and Sanctity of Manners, in which 
he had been brought up. Our Univerſity which too 
often ſuffers from the looſe Morals of thoſe who 
are above Diſcipline, ſaw Him, and the Noble 
and moſt promiſing Youth his Brother, Eminent in 
every Thing that is great and commendable. His 
Brother—— alas, that I ſhould have ſo ſad an Occa- 
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ſion to remember what a Friend I loſt before, what 
this great Family, and the Public but too lately ſuf- 
fered ! whilſt our Society was honored with their 
Company, they were for conſtancy in their Studies 
upbraiding Examples, even to thoſe who were to 
make their Fortunes by Them. They with great 
aſſiduity Proſecuted Polite and Curious Learning; 
and far from deſiring that their Greatneſs ſhould in- 
trench on the Orders of the Place, They in their Courſe 
gave us ſome Performances which ſhewed the Ap- 
plication of Scholars, and the fine Taſte which is 
almoſt peculiar to Men of Quality and Breeding. 
And what is more uncommon, they centred into re- 
ſcarches of a more Abſtruſe and difficult Nature, in 
which the Great Cotes led the Way, whom they 
followed with ſurprizing Diligence and Happy Suc- 
ceſs. Nor did the Improvements which they made 
at all ſwell their Minds, or over-heigthen their O- 
pinions of themſelves ; they ſhewed nothing of Self- 
conceit or Vanity, but rather ſeemed the only Perſons 
who were inſenſible that there was any Thing ex- 
traordinary in Them. 


From us this Noble Perſon went to receive thoſe 
finiſning Touches, which Travelling gives to a Polite 
Education. In his way amidſt a Number of more 
Important Acquiſitions, He added much to a fine 
Collection of Books and Beautiful Deſigns. Had 
He lived to execute theſe, our County had ſeen ſome- . 
thing ſecond to the Buildings as well as the Gardens 
of 1:aly. With the Arts and Policies of Foreign Coun- 
tries He brought Home none of their Vices : He 
returned the ſame Modeſt and good naturꝭd Gen- 
tleman. We ſaw nothing of defiance in his looks, 

obtrud- 
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obtruding or pretending in his Behavior: He was 
above medling with the Affairs of Others, or raſh- 
ly cenſuring their Conduct: never open or eaſy in 
admitting the Suggeſtions of Flatterers, and Infor- 
mers. With the niceſt regard to good Breeding in 
his own Expreſſions, He could ſtill bear with Plaineſs 
in Others; and was above taking notice of the little 
Affronts and Diſguſts which are ſo commonly given, 
and taken in Converſation. He knew all that be- 
longed to his rank, without aſſuming it; in Com- 
pany, as He was often the Greateſt, He was al- 
ways the moſt Humane and Obliging. And per- 
haps there never was a more convincing Inſtance, 
that where Men have real worth, the not inſiſting 
on all the Reſpect that is duc to them, gives them 
abundantly the more. 


I would indeed amidſt the bright Circle of Vir- 
tues wherewith He was adorned, ſingle out this, not 
the Greateſt, but a very amiable One, his Humanity ; 
a Virtue which from its Name, one would Imagin 
to be general, or at leaſt very common amongſt 
Men : and it is pitty there ſhould be many Inſtances 
to the contrary. Yet ſuch we ſometimes meet with; 
Men of mean Origin, and incomparably far leſs in 
Station than the Perſonage we are ſpeaking of, ſhall 
aſſume Airs and Diſtance, which they have no to- 
lerable Pretenſions to; and which a Man of Qua- 
lity and Senſe would be aſhamed of. When a Favor 
is conferred in the Ill-bred and ungracious Manner 
in which ſuch Men beſtow it, tho we may be con- 
tented to reccive it, we cannot help heartily deſpi- 
ſing the Givers of it. Far diſtant from any thing 
like this was this Noble Lord. For he had a great 

Soul 
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Soul and abundance of good Sence and Breeding ; 
had ſeen the World, and knew what Men naturaly 
expect from one another. 


It is a ſmall thing in his, and indeed we ſhould 
think it a ſmall thing in any ones Character, that He 
uſed Mankind well. It ſhews more of Goodneſs in 
his Temper, of Generoſity in his Inclinations, that 
He was ready to forgive, caſily reconciled to thoſe 
whoſe Imprudence had diſobliged Him. But at the 
ſame time that He treated all, with that eaſineſs and 
ſweetneſs, as if He made no Diſtinction of Perſons : 
He ſerved his Friends with ſuch Readineſs and Zeal, 
as if all his Regards and Affections were peculiarly 
reſerved for them. When any that had the lcaſt 
Pretenſions to his Favor made a modeſt and ſuita- 
ble Requeſt, if it was not in his Power to Gratify 
them, He was ſure to oblige them as much in the 
kind and pleaſing manner of ſhewing them He could 
not. When He might do what was deſired, He was 
far from thinking, that becauſe his Condition ſet 
him above the Neceſſity of Labor, He was only to 
divert and amuſe himſelf. He was ready to beſtow 
any Pains, and to forego many things which his 
own Eaſe and Conveniency required for the effe- 
ting of it. And however conſiderable the Benefit 
was, the Readineſs, Pleaſure and Decorum, where- 
with He did it, was always infinitely a greater O- 
bligation than the Thing it ſelf. We ſhall find 
none his Superior in this lovely and endearing Qua- 
lity, and very few of ſuch Rank and Eminence, any 
thing like his Equal. 


In 
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In his Private Oeconomy, He managed all with 
that Singular Prudence, that it was ſurprizing how 
ſo many Handſom and Generous Things could be 
done. How like a River He refreſhed and watered 
all He paſſed by, without any Diminution of his 
own Grandcur. But it is Vice that is of all things 
Expenſive, which makes Men of Quality even ſor- 
didly run out thoſe Eſtates, on which their Ancc- 
ſtors lived with Hoſpitality and Splendor. This 
Lord appeared in nothing beneath his Rank, but 
had too much Senſe to meaſure Greatneſs by gaudy 
ſhew and unneceſſary Expences; or to ruſh into Luxu- 


ry and Criminal Liberties like ſome of the great 
unthinking Vulgar. 


Virtue is naturally attended with many uncom- 
mon Rewards. The ſame unſullied Character and 
ſhining Merit; which recommended this Great Man 
to univerſal Approbation, made way for his Alli- 
ance with one of our Nobleſt Families: a Family 
of that Virtue and Reputation, that to be related 
to it doth honor to thoſe of Equal, or even Supe- 
rior Quality. Where Marriages are contracted with- 
out other Regards than thoſe of Fancy or Intereſt, 
Mutual Affection is very ſhort lived. It hath been 
thought ſufficient, in our bad World, if Civility and 
Ccremony were kept up between the Partics, with- 
out cither Love or Eſteem. But an Union, be- 
twixt Perſons of Tempers and Virtues ſo Equal and 
Extraordinary, muſt be greatly Happy. He was and 
knew himſelt Happy in this Choice: So much fo, 
that if his good Soul could entertain any thing like 
Uneaſineſs in the Manſions of Eternal Reſt and 
Peace; if any thing could make him with a return 

into 
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into this miſcrable World; it would be becauſe ſo 
beloved a part of himſelf is yet behind. In the o- 
ther near and ſacred Relations of Life, He behaved 
himſelf with ſuch Duty, Affection and Honor, as 
if He was to have been diſtinguiſhed from the Vul- 
gar as much in the anſwering the Obligations which 
God and Nature lay in common upon Mankind, as 
He was by his Rank and Qualifications. 


The Great who are of ſuch Abilities and Character, do 
honor to Courts, and adorn the Throne which they 
ſupport. His Lordſhip had that Knowledge of the In- 
tereſts of Europe, and of his ownCountry in particular; 
that Senſe of the Happineſs of our Conſtitution, and 
Zeal for its i z that his Merit could not eſcape 
the Notice of a Prince of his Majeſty's Penetration 
and Judgement. He was Eminently diſtinguiſhed 
by his Royal Maſter in the Early calling Him up to 
the Houſe of Peers, and advancing Him to a Place of 
Great Honor about his Perſon. And had Providence 
been pleaſed to continue Him to us, there is no- 
thing which we might not have hoped for from 
Him, in the Cauſe of Religion and Virtue, in ad- 
vancing the Felicity of his Country, the ſecurity 
and happineſs of the State. 


He who thus excelled in all Human and Social 
Duties, ſhewed us much more that He knew what 
was immediately due to the Father and King 
of the Univerſe. I aave ſeen, accidentally, or o- 
therwiſe his Modeſty would have concealed any 
thing of that Nature, a Collection of Devotions for 
all Occaſions wrote by himſelf, from our moſt E- 
minent Divines. Nor was his Piety confined to th 

| Cloſet 
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Cloſet ; his Attendance at Chapel, when He reſided 
in the Univerſity, Morning and Evening thro all 
Seaſons of the Year, was ſuch as would have di- 
ſtinguiſhed even thoſe whoſe Profeſſion and Station 
more particularly obliges them to it; if any Order 
of Men may be faid to be more obliged than Others 
to the Public Service of God. Our Holy Altars 
ſhall witneſs, with what Conſtancy, what Seriouſ- 
neſs and Devotion He frequented them. In this 
He gave us an Illuſtrious Example ; and to ſpeak an 
unpleaſant Truth, but yet a Truth, there is every 
where no little occaſion for it. 


He had indeed a Soul ennobled with the High- 
eſt Sentiments of Religion, without any of the Al- 
loys of Superſtition, Formality, or Peeviſhneſs. As 
for thoſe Endleſs and Angry Contentions which 
neither tend to improve our Underſtandings, nor 
better our Practice, I know very well, I ſpeak it to 
his Honor, I know He deſpiſed them. But for a 
Sober and Rational Piety, the adoring the Perfe- 
ctions of God, the imitating the Life and Temper 
of the great Redeemer of Men, the being good and 
doing good, no Man valued it more in Others; 
none was a more ſhining Example of it than Him- 


ſelf. 


One cannot enough blame, or even deteſt Thoſe 
who for mean Ends, have Proſtituted Encomiums 
in this Holy Place, as they have rendred the 
Rewards of Virtue, the moſt deſerved Praiſes 
ſuſpicious. But I am upon a Subject that needs not, 
nor can well be flattered. They that knew the leaſt 
of the Lord Harold, know this very well. Be "_ 

much 
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much then ſaid, in Juſticc and Honor to my kindeſi 
Patron, and Noble Friend, to one of the Greateſt 
and Beſt of the Sons of Men. 


But was He ſuch? ye Guardian Angels which 
watch over the Steps of the Rightcous, what pro- 
voking Sin of ours avertcd your holy Care from 
this ſo precious a Charge? Alas, how little did He 
think that He ſwallowed Dcath with a few Grains 
of Corn, that a ſimple Beard of it ſhould be as 
Fatal as a Poynard in the Hand of the moſt deſpe- 
rate Aſſaſſin ! yet thus it was, by ſo ſeemingly tri- 
fling an Accident is He fallen. When ſo fine a Stru- 
Qure was adorned with all that the Chiſel or Pencil, 
with all that Art or Induſtry could give it ; one un- 
merciful Spark, unfortunately dropt. ſets the whole 
in a Flame, and lays the Hopes and. Expectations of 
many Years in Aſhes. Te Acuntains of Gilboa let 
there be no dew, neither let there be rain upon you, nor fields 
of offering! (ſuch was the imprecation of David on 
the Place where his beloved Jonatis fell: and 
could we wiſh the ſame without Damage to the 
Innocent, the ſame would we denounce on the un- 
fortunate Field where another Jonathan fell, by fo 
little ſuſpected a Weapon. If Chriſtianity allowed 
it, our Paſſions would prompt us to the fame Curſe 
on that Fatal Place ; that ncither Dew nor Rain 
might fall upon it, nor any thing Auſpicious and 
Holy be ever attempted there. To this we might add 
a Thouſand Lamentations, Infinite Expreſſions of 
the moſt Sincere Grief. And if our Tears could 
recall the precious Life whoſe loſs they deplore, 
perhaps a greater Flood was never more deſervedly 
to be poured forth. But alas, in vain, in vain do 

we 
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we mourn for what is done and is for ever irrever- 
ſible. By ten Thouſand Ways we deſcend to the 
Grave; but there is no returning, no calling back 
thoſe who are once ſhot thro that Gulf no 
returning thence till the Almightics Voice recalls 
them: till the Trump of his Angel awakcs the ſleep- 
ing Nations. Whercforc then ſhould I make diſo- 
bedient and fruitleſs Complaints; wherefore ſhould ! 
weep, tho for my moſt Beloved Lord? 7 ſball go to 
him, but he not return to me. 


But what is Man! how uncertain and momenta- 
ry the Glorics of what we ſtylc a Splendid Con- 
dition? The Family of which this Pecr was the 
Hopes and Glory, had flouriſhed in diſtinguiſhing 
Greatneſs for many Ages. The Head of it, after 
having filled one of the Greatcſt Poſts under the late 
IIluſtrions Queen, had received an Acceſſion of the 
higheſt Nes and Honors which a Subject is capable 
of. We Them in equal eſtecm, in ſtill growing 
Favor i Her great Succeſſor: And not only 
great, ¶ goſſeſſed of one of the moſt opulent and 
improving Fortunes. We ſaw them compaſſed about 
with a numerous Progeny, and cntertaincd pleaſing 
Expectations of its Increaſe. In ſhort nothing was 
wanting in 5 which Human Wiſhes could 
aſpire aſter. When on a ſudden, leſt any thing here 
ſhould be too much admired or depended on, five 
of our Periſhed in a Year; and now the 
only apparent Succeſlor to ſo much Ancicnt Honor 
and Greatneſs is ſurprizingly taken away. Alas! 
how Juſt, how Applicable, how with Tears and 
Pity to Mortal Condition may we remember, the 
F Maxin 
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Noble and Virtuous Lord might be tak from the 
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Maxim of Solomon; Vanity of Vanities, ſaith the 
Preacher, Vanity of Vanities, all is Vanity. © 


Who would not have hoped, that a Perfon fo 
greatly qualified had been given by Providence, along 
Blefling, to his Prince, his Noble Relations, his 
Country, to Mankind? Alas, from what Hopes arc 
we fallen! How hath the Almighty been pleaſed to 
blaſt our Expectations; hath covered Himſelf with 4 
Cloud, that our Prayer ſhould not paſs thro ; hath took 
Him away in his Anger! we muſt, we ought 
to ſubmit to his Dealings with us. He is doubtleſs, 
always Wiſe, always Good, tho” his Councels arc 
unſearchable, his Ways ſuch as are far aboye our 
Prefuming Enquiries. But the Truth may be, the 
Truth is we deſerved not ſo 
we may forebode what is like to befall us, from 
the Public or Private Corruptions and Sins; we 
have Reaſon to dread impending Calau ies. This 


Evil to come, from what we that are le ind have 
fully deſerved , may juſtly ſuffer. However it is 
certain, and the moſt Solid Motive to Conſolation, 
that ſuch as He are fitteſt to die. His Coronet 
alrcady ſhines with Brighter Glories, than the'long- 
eſt Services here could have obtained from a Judi- 
cious and Grateful Prince. He hath received Eter- 
nal Honors, in exchange for thoſe, which how Fleet- 


ing, how Periſhable they are, He himſelf is a great 


and memorable, to us avery Lamentable Inſtance. 


May this great Example, of the Frailty of our 
Nature fix in our Minds the Senſe we ought to have 
of it. May it by Divine Aſſiſtance, So teach us to 


number 


a Bleſſing. If 
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y our Hearts unto 
Fiſdow. That we may be ſo Wiſe and ſo Diſcreet, * © 
and 


s to labor in every thing to make our Calling 
lection ſure. That we may lay aſide our Paſſions 
ind Differences one with another, ſince we muſt 
o ſoon ſleep together Friends and Enemies in the 
Duſt. That we may be ſo wiſe as not to talk but 
live the Chriſtian, ſince nothing but a good Life 
can or to give us Hope and Peace in our 
Deaths. That we may be ſo wile, as to break off our 
Sins, to mind every one our proper Buſineſs, to take 
every opportunity to improve in Virtue, to multiply 
| our good Works; ſince we know not how ſoon we 
| may be called to give an account of our Stewardſhip. 1 
| In ſhort that we ma live like ſuch as may ſoon, 
MM and muſt not long be in the Condition of 


0 g mouldering into Duſt. 


* 


and Holy Wiſdom, and 
es, the Love and Favor } 
7 ed is he that hath the 
„ and whoſe hope is in 
2 the Man whoſe Friend 
Patpn is Gol if whom no Time can 
impair, * * approach, who liveth for 
ever anc : who mach all Power in Hea- 
ven and Earth, perfect Wiſdom, and the moſt 
tender Compaſſons for the Sons of Men: who 
loveth hs Servats better than they do themſelves. 
Bleſſed is he tht, on good Grounds, hath fixed 
his hope in Go, to provide him the Neceſſaries, 
ſupport him uner the many Calamities of Life; 
to give him argaſ] y Paſſage hence, and to receive 


him into his 2 Everlaſting Habitations. Thrice 


, 4 * = ». © 1 » 4 % 4+ . CE. F+ „ . : 
'L WL CY. * * Ky : 4 F 1 * . 1 |; - y 3 7 A N TY "7 . > & , a AL» Fo *s 4 * „ + FE 2 * FP. * ; * 
ORFs S E ELSE. WS - AT ** * ee * — 


* 3 — 2 — — 


10 


Favor, who is Wiſe, Per- 


Bleſs us Himſelf. May He 


* 


only hath Immortality. 


for Ever and Ever. 


„% Cheron del. 


i 


* 


* 


* 
=—* 


" > 24-4 
| "= 


PR 


EPS 
7 7 


—_ © ns n 
* . # C = 
\ 
* 


— 
: 
? 


